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Victorian Taxi Association editorial 
A new era dawns.

Victorian taxi statistics
Licence assignments, transfers and issues for 
the month.

St Kilda Festival
Australia’s Best Free Music Festival.

VTA Annual Luncheon
A very successful luncheon was held in 
December 2012 at Crown Casino.

From the Taxi Directorate
The VTD continues to focus on MPTP fraud.

Classified advertisements
Cabs, drivers, equipment, licences, etc. wanted 
and for sale.
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Let our professional staff service your car
Don’t get a BackyarD Service

BLUE STAR TAXI’S
70 Ross Street, Coburg
P: 9354 6565      |      M: 0403 421 865      |      F: 9354 6576

Differential genuine Bushes for Ba, Bf, fg 
supply & fit 

$350 save $135

two rear shockers Ba, Bf seDan $180 save $150

Ba, Bf raDiator $160 save $80

front Discs Ba, Bf, fg $60 ea save $25

engine service with quality oil & safety 
check Ba, Bf, fg 

$40

engine service holDen caprice fully magnetic 
synthetic oil 10-30  
................................................................................ v6
................................................................................ v8 

$65
$85

save $40
save $40

transmission service 4 speeD forD Ba, Bf, fg $60

front or rear Brakes Ba, Bf, fg $50 save $20

front upper or lower Ball Joints for Ba, Bf $60 ea save $25

Battery extra heavy Duty (low maintenance) $135

GOOD DEALS OFFER
Fit 2 rear DiScS

Ba, BF, Fg

$170
GET FREE REAR BRAKE

Fit 4 tyreS 16”

$340
GET FREE ENGINE SERVICE*
(engine service for Ba, BF, Fg with 20-50 oil)

Hire cars welcome 
good service with cheap prices  
Caprice, BMW, Toyota, Mercedes, Chrysler

sPecial Prices 
For rwc rePairs

We will beat any written 
quotation by 10%

BST_0312
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The final report of the Taxi Industry Inquiry was tabled in Parliament on 
12 December 2012, with the Government announcing that it is seeking 
further public (and industry) comment until 30 January 2013. The VTA 

welcomed the opportunity to have further input, and has submitted its response.

Given the further consultative period, it is anticipated that the Government’s 
response to the Inquiry’s final report might not be known for some time yet.

Whatever the Government decides regarding the Inquiry’s recommendations, 
2013 will see a new era dawn as reforms start to be rolled out. The VTD is already 
implementing changes to its requirements in regard to licence holder, operator and 
driver accreditation, which the VTA welcomes.

Across the industry, this new era will see changes in focus, structures, roles and 
performance expectations. It will bring challenges, but also opportunities. 

There is much work to be one during 2013 in adjusting to whatever the reforms 
might be. The industry needs to remain vigilant and ready to argue its case at all 
times calmly, professionally and factually.

I congratulate taxi drivers and operators on their great performance leading up to 
Christmas and the New Year period. Statistics reveal that the usual city hot spots were well serviced by taxis 
with queues of passengers waiting at the major ranks moving through quickly.

This being the first Taxi Talk edition for 2013, I wish everyone a safe and profitable New Year. D

A new era dawns 

Neil Sach 
VTA CEO



LIVE TAXIEPAY ADVERT 
TO COME
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As part of the Federal Government’s $200 million Strength-
ening Aviation Security Initiative, body scanners are now op-
erating at Melbourne Airport’s international terminal.

The body scanners are operating in Melbourne’s inter-
national departures terminal in conjunction with the walk 
through metal detectors. Passengers will be randomly se-
lected to be screened by either the new body scanners or 
the walk through metal detectors.

The body scanners represent the most advanced screen-
ing technology available and can detect both metallic and 
non-metallic items. Body scanners are currently used for 
aviation screening in the United Kingdom, Canada, Thai-
land, the Netherlands and the United States of America.

The body scanners emit 10,000 times less radio fre-
quency energy than an average mobile phone call, and also 
protect the privacy of passengers with only a generic figure 
displayed.

Passengers should note that if they are randomly select-
ed for a body scan, those who refuse to undergo the body 
scan, and do not have a valid medical or physical condition, 
will be not permitted to board their flight. This also applies to 
airport staff, pilots and cabin crew.

Melbourne Airport is one of eight international airports in 
Australia to introduce body scanners, following the passing 
of the Aviations Transport Security Amendment (Screening 
Bill) by the Federal Parliament in August. A successful trial of 
body scanning equipment was also held at Melbourne and 
Sydney in 2011. D

PHOTO: An example of the images produced by the 
‘millimetre-wave’ body scanners. (Supplied: Minister for 
Infrastructure and Transport)

Body scanners at Melbourne Airport
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the 2013 year of the black 
water snake is going to be 
astute in observations and 
deft in actions. the snake 
symbol of the 2013 year is 
active, snaky and has a very 
seductive nature. 

The 2013 Snake of Kuei Szu year 
has ability to read complicated situ-
ation quickly in a controlled manner 
which is good for business. But 2013 
Snakes need to watch for fanatical 
commitments since Snakes inclina-
tion to spend money quicker than 
earning it may produce tensions in 
personal relationships.

 

Snake 
Personality 

The person born in the year of 
snake is the wisest and most enig-
matic of all. He/she can become a 
philosopher, a theologian, a political 
lizard or a wily financier. Such person 
is a thinker who also likes to live well. 
The snake - person loves books, mu-
sic, clothes, and fine food; but with 
all his fondness for the good things 
of life, his innate elegance gives him 
a dislike for frivolities and foolish talk. 

They like communicating and like 
interesting conversations, although 
if the conversation becomes repeti-
tive their attention may soon wander. 
It is almost impossible to fix their 
attention for long talking about the 
weather. They prefer to focus on new 
interesting unusual ides and intelli-
gent discussion in general. 

These people have a special feel-

ing that enables them to judge situa-
tions correctly and so they are alert to 
new possibilities and when they have 
an idea of what to and how to do it, 
they you pursue it persistently and 
energetically. 

These people are self-confident 
and usually don’t bother themselves 
listening to someone else’s opinion. 

But this side of their character has 
also a negative load. Refusing to lis-
ten to constructive advice, they may 
get into needless trouble. Although 
it is difficult for such people to take 
advice.

 

Snake Love 
Affairs 

In love, the male snake is roman-
tic and charming. He possesses a 
sense of humour while the female is 
usually beautiful and successful. In 
case a person born in the year of the 
snake chooses a partner, he/she will 
be jealous and possessive. 

Even when the relationships are 
left behind this possessiveness will 
be clouding the snake’s life. Rejec-
tion is the worst thing that can ever 
happen to the snake person. 

Snake 
Career 

In money matters, people born in 
the year of the snake have good luck; 
they don’t have to worry about mon-
ey too much, such people will always 
be able to find a couple of banknotes 
if they need it. 

The snake person has an ability to 
read complex situations quickly and 
then set about resolving them in a 
quiet, controlled manner. 

They also have a very good mem-
ory and that enables them to fulfil the 
projects thoroughly. 

They are purposeful and getting 
towards their aim spotting potential 
troubles and reacting immediately.  

 

Ideal Jobs for 
the Snake

Professor, Linguist, Teacher, Psy-
chiatrist, Psychologist, Astrologer, 
Clairvoyant, Personnel officer, Public 
relations executive, Interior designer.

 

Some Famous 
Snakes

Kim Basinger, Randy Crawford, 
Bob Dylan, Greta Garbo, Art Garfun-
kel, Audrey Hepburn, Paul Hogan, 
Liz Hurley, Carole King, Dean Mar-
tin, Robert Mitchum, Isobel White, 
Mike Oldfield, Ryan O’Neal, Dorothy 
Parker, Brad Pitt, Brooke Shields, 
Paul Simon, Dionne Warwick, Oprah 
Winfrey, Virginia Woolf, 

Snake 
Compatibility

compatible with : 

Ox, Rooster, Dragon

less compatible with : 

Rat, Rabbit, Snake, Horse, Dog, 
Ram

least compatible with :  
Pig, Monkey, Tiger 

Horoscope 
background

Lucky Numbers: 
1, 2, 4, 6, 13, 24, 42, 46   D
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METROPOLITAN                        4,306
(including 487 WAT vehicles)

cOuNTRy     509
(including 110 WAT vehicles)

outer suBurBan                     171
(including 39 WAT vehicles)

uRBAN                                          237
(Ballarat - Bendigo - Geelong)
(including 35 WAT vehicles)

TOTAL                                        5,223
(including 671 WAT vehicles)

numBer of driVers
Active drivers                  16,000 APPROX

Accredited drivers           24,000 APPROX             

 number of taxi 

 licences 

ASSIGNMENTS
metro taxis                         105
average metro licence 
     assignment price  $2513

lIcENcE TrANSfErS
metro taxis                      7                                                                
urban                                 0                   
country taxis                     0       
hire car licences               2
special licences                4 

lIcENcES ISSuEd
taxi licences                0
hire car licences            0
special vehicles             3
RH vehicles            10

$329,286
taxi

transfers

average metro hire car licence 
transfer value for the month of 

December 2012  

$51,125

average metro licence transfer
value for the month of 

December 2012

All data on this page 
is provided by the 

Victorian Taxi 
directorate 

and is for the 
month of 

december 
2012
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Compliance
outcomes

Taxi Inspections                             897
Rectification Notices                     226
Infringement Notices                      108
Notices of Unroadworthiness              13
Official Warnings                          20

Metropolitan Hire Cars             927
Country Hire Cars           66
Special Purpose Vehicles        848
Restricted Hire Cars       639

TOTAl                                2,480

         

number of 

victorian hire vehicle 
licences 
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With the closure of 
TITV, Debbie Howden 
has moved on to new 
employment.

On behalf of the 
VTA, I thank Debbie 
most sincerely for her 
dedicated service 
in the area of taxi 
industry training and 
development.

neil sach

VTA CEO and TITV Chairman   D

2013 AUSTRALIAN TAXI CONFERENCE

28 April - 2 May 2013
Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide, SA
More details and registration forms available at www.atia.com.au

TITV NEWS
Given the changes to Operator/Li-
cence Holder accreditation for the 
metropolitan taxi zone, and the new 
processes for WAT driver training out-
side the metropolitan/outer-suburban 
taxi zones, it has been decided that 
Taxi Industry Training Victoria (TITV) 
need no longer trade.

Information for past 
students
Should past students require a copy 
of the Statement/Certificate of Attain-
ment, you need to contact the Victo-
rian Registration and Qualifications 
Authority on 9637 2806 to request a 
copy.

country WAT driver 
Accreditation
As from 1 January 2013 all matters 
related to Urban and Country WAT 
driver accreditation are now admin-
istered by the VTD. Phone 1800 638 
802.

Operator course
This course is no longer required for 
accreditation as a taxi licence holder 
or a taxi operator. Contact the VTD on 
1800 638 802 for accreditation en-
quiries.    D

Debbie
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Under recent changes, operators and NSP 
in urban and country taxi-cab areas may now 
train drivers in wheelchair accessible taxi (WAT) 
work. Training must ensure drivers are profi-
cient in the competencies set out in the national 
unit TLIC2040A ‘Provide wheelchair accessible 
taxi services to passengers with disabilities’.  A 
copy of these competencies will be provided to 
all urban and country network service providers 
(NSPs) shortly.

Once the NSP believes the driver is compe-
tent and ready to be assessed, the NSP can 
contact the Accreditation and Licensing branch 
of the Victorian Taxi Directorate and request 
that an assessor be sent to the NSP location.  

The assessment fee of $150 per person and 
travel expenses calculated at the current ap-
proved per kilometre rate will be paid by the 
VTD and can be invoiced directly by the asses-
sor to the VTD. 

If a student is assessed as ‘not yet competent’ any future assessment costs will be incurred by the driver.  For 
more information on this process please contact the Accreditation and Licensing team on 1800 638 802.  D

Pair one piece custom made 
mats, carpet & vinyl

COVER UP
548 Bell Street Preston (between St.Georges & Gilbert Roads)
www.coverupcaraccessories.com   email coverup@primusonline.com.au

SPECIALISING IN TAXI PACKS

CAR ACCESSORIES

9484 5507

TAXI
DISCOUNTS

APPLY

• front custom made mats 
vinyl or carpet non slip

• latest all new vinyl with 
vinyl side skirting also 
available

A large range of styles, fabrics and colours of 
car seat covers in stock now!

TRADING HOURS  Mon to Fri 9.30am to 4pm    Sat 9.30am to 1pm

co
ve

ru
p_

03
12

changes to driver training
Urban and Country WATs



And you thought you were struggling with a bear market?  That’s how most of people see Russia sometimes. Bears riding 
the Taxi cabs.  Well, it seems sometimes they are right.                                                                          pix taxinews  D 

Boy, those russian cab drivers 
have it tough!

Showcasing St Kilda at its 
best, the festival is now in 
its 33rd year.

Festival Producer Adele Deni-
son is proud to announce the 
2013 St Kilda Festival program 
will include more than 150 artists 
across seven stages and more 
than 40 St Kilda venues.

“The St Kilda Festival celebrates 
Australian music and culture and 
we’re thrilled to offer a nine-day 
program of entertainment, during 
which St Kilda will entertain more 
than 400,000 families and music 
lovers,” said Ms Denison.

Outdoor indigenous festival, 
Yalukit Wilum Ngargee: People 
Place Gathering kicks things off 
on Saturday, 2 February, featur-

ing soulful blues artist, Kutcha 
Edwards and Koori songstress, 
Illana Atkinson and the Deans. 

Home grown talent is celebrat-
ed at Live N Local throughout the 
week, and  includes Bon Jovi sup-
port act The Scarlets and unique 
songbird Suzie Stapleton, with 
Melbourne indie pop sensations 
Better than the Wizards bringing 
the beats on Festival Sunday’s 
Live N Local Stage.

The highlight of Melbourne’s 
event calendar, Festival Sunday 
will see sultry chanteause Kylie 
Auldist liven up O’Donnell Gar-
dens, alongside headliners Mid-
night Juggernauts DJs, Bluejuice, 
Thelma Plum and Client Liason 
on the New Music Stage.

Aside from a vast array of mu-
sic, the impressive program also 
sees Humphrey B Bear returning 
to the Festival Sunday Kidzone 
and guided tours of the historic 
Esplanade Vaults, a rare oppor-
tunity to visit the vaults and open 
them to the public.

All nine days of the St Kilda 
Festival offer a different experi-
ence, bringing together arts and 
music and celebrating Australian 
culture.

The streets of St Kilda will be 
abuzz as the area’s shops, res-
taurants, bars and clubs are 
transformed into live music ven-
ues presenting up and coming 
musicians to wider audiences.  D
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Recent changes to the Northern Territory Lift Incentive Scheme 
are benefiting drivers of Multiple Purpose Taxis (MPTs) and pas-
sengers living with a disability. 

The Lift Incentive Scheme provides payments to drivers who 
transport people living with a disability in vehicles specifically de-
signed to accommodate wheelchairs and other mobility devices. 

On 1 December 2012 the lift incentive payment to MPT drivers 
was increased by the Northern Territory Government from $10 to 
$20 per trip.  Also, the number of payments that can be made 
in any financial year by Lift Incentive Scheme members was in-
creased from 120 to 180. 

Movement-impaired passengers may require more time to em-
bark and disembark from MPTs. 

The initiative financially compensates drivers so they do not 
charge for the time taken to load and unload these passengers, 
although this is permitted if drivers do not accept a lift incentive 
payment.  The payments are in addition to the taxi fare, and are 
paid using electronic smartcards issued to members of the Taxi 
Subsidy Scheme. 

By encouraging MPT drivers to give priority to passengers de-
pendent on wheelchairs and mobility equipment, the Lift Incentive 
Scheme will reduce the waiting times they experience. 

There are 39 MPTs in the Territory, operating in Darwin, Katherine 
and Alice Springs.  The Northern Territory Department of Transport 
contributes to the Multi-Purpose Taxi Services Working Group, 
providing advice to improve MPT services.  D

MPT LIFT 
INCENTIVE  
SCHEME
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After some 12 months the Taxi Industry Inquiry 
released its draft report in May. Submissions were 
invited on the report. Contained in the over 150 rec-
ommendations were some real nasties that shook 
industry stakeholders state-wide to the core by threat-
ening their investment in the industry and the viability 
of the whole industry going forward.

Despite the at times tedious and unhelpful public 
commentary suggesting the contrary, let me once 
again make it quite clear the VTA support enduring 
reform to our industry. 

Ultimately, the VTA see many of the recommended 
reforms as necessary and in some cases overdue. 
Our concerns remain related to only a handful of rec-
ommendations. These include:
• the manner in which the market would be sup-

plied with new licences
• the removal of mandatory affiliation
• a mandated 60/40 split
• the new recommended licence zones and

• the introduction of unregulated London style mini 
cabs.

It was pleasing to see industry stakeholders respond 
through submissions to the draft report, conversations 
with members of Parliament, participation in Inquiry 
hearings, media interaction, and public meetings.  

The VTA actively pursued its responses to the In-
quiry with the invaluable assistance of CPR Com-
munications, and legal advisors Logie Smith Lanyon. 
Auspoll was used to undertake an extensive customer 
survey. With financial assistance from the ATIA, exten-
sive economic analysis was undertaken by Price Wa-
terhouse Coopers, and Professor Des Nicholls of the 
Australian National University.

With financial support from VTA members, a media 
campaign is currently running to enlighten the Govern-
ment and the community on the vital role taxi booking 
companies play in the delivery of customer service, 
and in the provision of passenger and driver safety 
systems.

2012 has been a year of 
extraordinary pressure and 
uncertainty for the Victorian 
taxi industry, and yes, the year 
is not over yet.

ANNUAL LUNCHEON

TIME TO 
FOCUS

A modified extract of Acting President 
Stephen Armstrong’s speech follows. 

Stephen Armstrong (VTA Acting President)s



The  inquiry in its draft re-
port accused the industry 
of lacking innovative ef-
fort. The VTA completely 
rejects this accusation. If 
anything, the implemen-
tation of innovative prod-
ucts and services has 
been stifled by the regu-
latory framework itself.

Despite the barriers, 
taxi booking companies 
have developed innova-
tive tools and programs 

aimed at improving service deliv-
ery. Network based smart phone 
Applications are now in the market 
place, as well as web based prod-
ucts.

The VTA, as part of the ATIA 
campaign, continue to oppose 
the availability of smart phone taxi 
booking apps which don’t operate 
through an accredited taxi net-
work. The safety risk to the public 
and taxi drivers is just far too great. 
Rogue apps have created the op-
portunity for any person in any 
vehicle to hold themselves out as 
a legitimate and safe taxi service 
provider. Not only are passengers 
at risk, but so is the brand of every 
legitimate taxi network, and indeed 
the taxi industry itself.

The VTA has enthusiastically 
pursued the availability of a more 
suitable vehicle for use as a taxi. 
Sadly, societal behaviour at the 
margins has clearly created the 
future where drivers are physically 
separated from passengers. A 
new direction is needed, and the 
VTA has called upon the vehicle 
manufactures to come forward 
with viable solutions.

For the public, safe taxi ranks 
are critical, particularly at night and 
in high volume night life precincts. 
A great example of where this 
thinking benefited both the public 

and the industry was the creation 
of the Queen Street mega rank. 
Supported by Lord Mayor Robert 
Doyle, the Queen Street mega 
rank is a major success.

As a consequence, it was the 
Queen Street mega rank that was 
chosen to be the hub for the new 
Cab Share program trial. Cab 
Share is yet another innovative 
program developed and imple-
mented by the VTA with support 
from the City of Melbourne and the 
State Government.

Not having a fare rise since De-
cember 2008 has made life difficult 
for taxi operators and drivers. Op-
erating costs and living costs have 
continued to rise since 2008, but 
taxi fares have not.

Right now, the taxi industry is 
somewhat of a holding pattern 
waiting for the Inquiry’s final report 
to be released along with the Gov-
ernment’s response. Both of these 
are due on or before Wednesday 
next week.

It is also important that the 
lead Commissioner of the TSC 
be named and appointed sooner 
rather than later. The current policy 
gap must be closed.

It would be remiss of me not to 
acknowledge the good working 
relationship the VTA now has with 
the VTD. Under the leadership of 
Marnie Williams, the VTD is con-
sultative and open to reason and 
debate.

At this point, on behalf of the 
Executive Council, I take the op-
portunity to thank all VTA Council-
lors, VTA members, and operators 
and drivers who participated in the 
VTA’s consultative arrangements. 

Of course the VTA couldn’t func-
tion without the outstanding efforts 
of the VTA staff. It has been a very 
tough year for them.    D

Alex Davidson (Eastmoor Taxis) and 
Marnie Williams (VTD GM)s

Peter Valentine (Geelong Taxi Network)s

Jeff Kennetts

David Samuel (VTA Policy & Comms)s
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LET’S 
CONFRONT 

CHALLENGES
TOGETHER VTd

Marnie Williams
VTD GM

There are many things that re-
main unknown as we enter the new 
year.  The public consultation period 
for the Taxi Industry Inquiry’s (TII’s) 
final report closed recently and the 
Victorian Taxi Directorate (VTD), like 
you, eagerly await the government 
response to see which of the recom-
mendations will be implemented.

One thing that will continue re-
gardless of the contents of the final 
report is the VTD’s ongoing work 
combatting Multi Purpose Taxi Pro-
gram fraud (MPTP).

The MPTP program enables 
some of our community’s most vul-
nerable to stay in touch with family, 
friends and work.

Every dollar defrauded from this 
crucial program reduces the Gov-
ernment’s ability to provide support 
to those who need it most.

A number of steps have been 
taken by the VTD to address and 

prevent MPTP fraud, including tar-
geted compliance operations, re-
fining the process of administering 
MPTP emergency vouchers and 
re-aligning the expiry of MPTP driver 
cards with the expiry of driver ac-
creditation.

We’ve also increased the re-
sources devoted to investigating 
and prosecuting MPTP fraud.

This has led to a sharp increase 
in the number of convictions and, 
importantly, in the amount of public 
money recouped from guilty drivers. 
Last year alone, MPTP fraud convic-
tions lead to $30,000 in defrauded 
fares being paid back, including 
one case where the driver was or-
dered to pay back nearly $19,000.

This hard-line stance on MPTP 
fraud will continue in 2013, re-
gardless of the recommendations 
adopted by government.  D

the VTD’s continued focus on MPTP fraud

Customers who have recently purchased, but not yet fitted, their Martin Bodyguard II Driver Protection 
Screen for Ford FG Model Sedans, can have it fitted FREE OF CHARGE.  Martin Meters are offering this 
FREE FITTING during 2013 in the best interests of  taxi drivers’ safety.  Fitting time approximately 15 
minutes at their new premises - 9 Springbank Street, Tullamarine.

  
rEMEMBEr - If YOur drIVEr IS NOT SAfE, NEITHEr ArE YOu D

Protection Screen fitting

Certainty in change
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As a result of resourcing pres-
sures, the Victorian Taxi Directo-
rate (VTD) has altered its opening 
hours. 

Rather than opening at 8:30am 
each day except Wednesday, the 
VTD Customer Service Centre will 
now open at 9:30am, Monday 
to Friday. Closing time remains 
4:30pm although visitors are en-
couraged to arrive as early as pos-
sible to avoid disappointment.

Industry participants should 
also be aware that there is now a 
minimum 10 day processing pe-
riod for accreditation and licens-
ing requests, such as applications 
and renewals, licensing transfers, 
etc.

Your patience and understand-
ing is appreciated and to assist us 
in assisting you we kindly ask that 
you consider the following:
• proof read your documenta-

tion before submitting it to the 
VTD;

• don’t wait until the last minute 
to submit your paperwork as 
most requests now take a 
minimum of 10 working days 
to assess; 

• only submit your documen-
tation or request once - we 
will endeavour to action your 
request as soon as possible 
and kindly ask that you only 
call or submit your paper 
work once, this reduces the 

double handling of paper 
work and will speed up the 
process;

• please be patient - all Accred-
itation and Licensing staff are 
working hard to assist you, in 
return we kindly ask that you 
treat us with respect and be-
have in a professional man-
ner.

The VTD apologises for any in-
convenience caused.

Anyone planning to attend the 
VTD Customer Service Centre is 
encouraged to visit www.taxi.vic.
gov.au/about-us/contact-us for 
up-to-date operating hours.  D

In 2009 the Victorian Taxi Directorate (VTD) estab-
lished the Disabled Persons Taxi Advisory Commit-
tee (DPTAC). This group meets three times a year 
and its membership is made up of Multi Purpose 
Taxi Prgram (MPTP) members, representatives from 
disability organisations (such as Scope, Guide 
Dogs Victoria, and Blind Citizens Australia) and 
bodies like the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Hu-
man Rights Commission. 

This committee is currently looking at two issues 
that are of interest to drivers: 
1. Transporting people in wheelchair accessible 

taxis (WATs) who use scooters and other mo-
bility aids like princess chairs. Once loaded in 
a WAT, both scooter and princess chair users 
have to transfer from their mobility aid into a 
seat. To ensure passenger and driver safety, 
the DPTAC has agreed that this ruling must 
remain in place. One possible alternative for 
passengers who are unable to transfer is to 
consider using a wheelchair when travelling in 
a WAT. 

2. Access to venues for taxis transporting pas-
sengers with a disability. When people with 
a disability travel by taxi to events or venues 
(like Etihad Stadium, the Tennis Centre, the 
Victorian Arts Centre, etc.)  they often need to 
be dropped off (and picked up) in a location 
close to the venue entry. The committee has 
identified many access issues at venues. For 
instance, if a pick up or drop off point has steps 
or kerbs, then wheelchair users may need to 
travel along the roadway to access a taxi. This 
committee is looking at developing a ‘good 
practice guide’ for use by venues.  

If you would like to provide your views regarding 
the issues above, please contact Jorja Skaltsas on 
1800 638 802.  D

Disabled Persons Taxi Advisory Committee

VTD Customer Service Centre
Changes to processing times & opening hours

VTD update
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Wheelchair accessible taxis (WATs) are an important 
transport option for people who use wheelchairs and 
other mobility aids. To assist WAT drivers and pas-
sengers, the Victorian Taxi Directorate (VTD) has pro-
duced an educational video. 

The video follows WAT driver David Brumby and a 
MPTP wheelchair user on a typical WAT trip. It shows 
how WAT drivers have an important role in making the 
taxi trip safe and comfortable for their passengers. 

The video covers:
• providing good customer service
• the importance of communicating with passen-

gers

• The correct procedure for using the MPTP Taxi 
Card.

It is essential viewing for both new and experienced 
WAT drivers. The video will also help wheelchair us-
ers know more about the level of service they should 
expect when using WATs.

You can either download the video from the VTD 
website (www.taxi.vic.gov.au) or at http://www.you-
tube.com/user/TransportVic.  

The VTD is sending copies of this DVD to registered 
training organisations, Victorian operators, local gov-
ernment access officers, disability lobby groups and 
our interstate taxi regulator colleagues.  If you are not 
covered in these distribution groups and are interest-
ed in receiving a copy of the DVD, please contact the 
VTD on 1800 638 802.  D

Educational  
video

Under taxi-cab licence conditions, where an ap-
proved driver protection screen (screen) exists, opera-
tors must purchase and make available a screen for 
each taxi they operate.

In June 2012, the Victorian Taxi Directorate (VTD) 
approved a new driver protection screen approved 
for Ford Falcon FG vehicles fitted with side curtain air-
bags.   

This screen is the Martin Bodyguard II MBGFG-CA 
taxi driver protection screen and is supplied by Martin 
Meters of Tullamarine. 

The VTD wrote to operators at the time, notifying 
them of the new screen and, again in September 2012 
reminding them of the requirement to have an ap-
proved screen for each vehicle.  

Unfortunately, the VTD is aware that Ford Falcon FG 
vehicles may have been registered as taxis without 
the operator having purchased the required screen, or 
having obtained a valid receipt to confirm purchase of 

the appropriate Ford Falcon FG screen.
Taxi operators must ensure they are fully compliant 

with their taxi driver safety obligations.  
Operators of Ford Falcon FG taxis who do not have 

the appropriate VTD approved screen must imme-
diately rectify the situation.   Any operator in breach 
of the requirement will be subject to heavy penalties, 
including suspension of their operator accreditation. 

For more information, please contact the VTD on 
1800 638 802.    D

Protection 
screens



We offer the best club conditions and 
protection cover package in the industry

METROPOLITAN
taxi club inc.

third party and 
legal liability cover 
up to $30,000,000

360 BRUNSWICK ROAD, BRUNSWICK

• Lower annual contributions
• Fast repair turn-around
• Fast claims recovery

• Genuine replacement parts
• Free legal advice
• Lower additional contribution

Modern workshop to 
cut your down-time

TAXI
COVER PROTECTION

Melbourne’s Premier

MTC0213

No joining fee. 
Best TSO rebate*

Phone:  9388 0722      Fax:  9388 0711
Email:  vi@metropolitantaxiclub.com.au
  daniel@metropolitantaxiclub.com.au  *c
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Have you recently received an application form to renew 
your accreditation?  Is your accreditation due to expire in 
the coming months?

If so, be on the look-out for a new and streamlined in-
dustry accreditation renewal form in your letter box in the 
coming weeks.  The new industry accreditation renewal 
form will eliminate the need for you to obtain a national 
police certificate or certificate of financial capacity and will 
be much simpler to complete and easier to understand.

Driver Accreditation and Driving Instructor Authority Re-
newals are posted between 8 and 12 weeks in advance. 
Please complete and submit these as soon as possible to 
avoid disappointment. Extensions cannot be granted under 
any circumstances

If your industry accreditation is due to expire on or be-
fore 30 May 2013 and you have not received a renewal ap-
plication form by the end of January 2013, please contact 
the Accreditation and Licensing team on 1800 638 802.

Please note that if you require assistance in completing 
your renewal form you must book an appointment with the 
Accreditation and licensing team, this can be done by calling 
1800 638 802.  D

Industry 
  renewals

Multiple hiring
for 2+ passengers

A very basic rule of taxi driving is that when 
you accept a booking you fulfil it.

Unfortunately, the Victorian Taxi Directorate (VTD) 
has heard of some drivers not turning up to col-
lect the passenger, despite accepting the job from 
their network.   To receive bookings again, they then 
activate the meter in the taxi-cab, giving the false 
impression that a booking has been fulfilled.  This 
is known as ‘meter flashing’ and it is illegal. Interfer-
ing with the meter in this way carries a fine of more 
than $500.

So don’t risk your money or your livelihood.  
Pick them up or the VTd will pick you up.  D

Meter 
flashing

Attention all current taxi-cab 
operators, licence holders and 
network service providers.

Multiple hiring is an increasingly popular way of 
getting home quickly, safely and cheaply in a taxi.

Multiple hiring allows two or more people who do 
not know each other to travel in a taxi at the same 
time.  In multi-hiring situations, taxi drivers can col-
lect as many fares for a single trip as there are peo-
ple in the taxi.  

However, taxi drivers must ensure certain require-
ments are met before commencing a multiple hiring:    
• the price paid by each hirer must not exceed 75 

per cent of the metered fare;
• hirers must not be known to each other;
• all hirers must agree to the multiple hire;
• all hirers must be travelling in the same general 

direction; 
• all hirers must be collected at the same depar-

ture point; and
• the total number of passengers in the taxi must 

not exceed the maximum seating capacity of 
the taxi.

For van-type taxis with higher seating capacity, the 
fares under a multiple hiring arrangement must only 
be charged at the standard Tariff 1 or Tariff 3 rate.

   Any tolls incurred during a multiple hire must be 
charged at the appropriate rate as set out in taxi-cab 
licence conditions.  The toll or tolls must be charged 
to, or shared between, each hirer in equal propor-
tions or as otherwise agreed between the hirers. 
However, the total tolls collected by the driver must 
not exceed the amount applicable for the trip.

for further information please contact the 
Victorian Taxi directorate on 1800 638 802.  D
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Melbourne’s Playground – the Docklands, have put 
a literal spin on the old adage ‘build it and they will 
come…’providing EARTHY culinary delights for its 
guests, by removing 2.3million cubic metres of earth 
and creating a culinary construction site with a twist!

As part of the Melbourne Food and Wine Festival, 
visitors will feel the earth move as the Docklands pre-
cinct springs to life in March 2013 and showcases 
its fabulous local produce, finest chefs and premium 
wine.

CEO of Destination Docklands, Anita Donnelly, said 
they really do dig their earthy flavours at the Dock-
lands.

“With so many exciting developments and construc-
tion projects happening at the Docklands, we decided 
to embrace this as a key theme for the Melbourne 
Food & Wine Festival in 2013. We have therefore cre-
ated an innovative space whereupon chefs will be 
constructing mouth-watering dishes, building sweet, 
tantalising deserts and developing a wine list that will 
tempt any connoisseur of fine wines.

According to Ms Donnelly, local caterers and res-
taurants will sell tasting plates so everyone will have 
the opportunity to sample more than one chef’s prod-
uct. “Entertainment will follow the construction theme 
with music and activities that rock!” she said.

For those not so tempted by the earthy flavours 
and in need of some toe-tapping, jiving and jazz, the 
Docklands have also created a tent village and river-
side venue for another Melbourne Food & Wine Festi-
val event – Yarra’s Edge Picnic and Jazz.

This event will be hosted at the Yarra’s Edge with 
celebrity chef’s serving local produce, with wine, beer 
and cider tastings, family entertainment and quality 
jazz performers from across Melbourne. Performers 
include a variety of bands who have recently com-
peted at the prestigious Mt Gambier Generations in 
Jazz Festival.  D

CALL US  
TODAY...

HYBRID IS THE FUTURE!

*T.A.P. Pics for illustration purposes only. E&OE. LMCT 10618. MCT109605

VISIT MELBOURNE CITY TOYOTA
LOWER YOUR  

OPERATING COSTS 
WITH HYBRID

621 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne VIC
Call Jennie Mann on 9282 8888 
or Email jmann@melbcitytoyota.com.au
www.melbcitytoyota.com.au

FINANCE  
AVAILABLE 
AT CAMPAIGN RATES*
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N
either the media 
nor Professor Fels 
could help them-
selves over the 
Xmas period and 
continued with 

their attack on the Taxi-industry. 
Professor Fels kept going with his 
mantra that all the ills in the Taxi-
industry are the fault of the private 
licence holders and the media 
could not complain about thou-
sands of people being stranded 
in the City on New Years Eve, be-
cause public transport ran all night, 
so they created “the secret world 
of taxi titans”.

Let’s look at the opening para-
graph from Adam Carey in The 
Saturday Age on the 5-1-2013. 
He states that the taxi-industry 
is dominated by a few major taxi 
licence holders and that the larg-
est holders are trying to hide their 
holdings in licences. Holding 256 
out of 5250 licences is 4.88%, defi-

nitely not a dominating number. 
With respect to hiding their hold-
ings, these licence holders must 
have done a rotten job, if Mr. Carey 
found out, what most people in the 
industry know anyhow. I wonder 
why it escaped Mr. Carey’s atten-
tion that the Government owns 
more than 1100 or 21% of those 
5250 licences, and that these li-
cences are leased out at rates that 
exceed the privately leased licenc-
es in many cases. The Government 
owned licences were not issued by 
the Labor Government to help driv-
ers or deliver a better service, but 
simply to extract money from the 
taxi industry. Mr. Carey quotes an 
average price of $475,000 and that 
in September seven licences were 
traded for $350,000. This shows 
clearly that the licence value has 
been manipulated by the actions 
of the previous Government and 
the recommendations of Professor 
Fels. 

The Gange family has held those 
licences since 1956 and they were 
issued to service the public during 
the 1956 Olympic Games. It is the 
long term commitment to the taxi in-
dustry that has the Gange, Granger 
and many other families still holding 
taxi licences. Why is it a crime to hold 
an asset over many years when this 
asset appreciates in value? Shares 
in BHP, Commonwealth Bank, CSR 
and many others have had much 
greater appreciation in value than 
taxi licences. Should those shares 
be manipulated because the value 
is too high? Off course not because 
this would be against the law! So 
why is Professor Fels recommend-
ing that the Government interfere 
with an ordinary market in the taxi 
industry by devaluing taxi licences 
through issuing even more licences 
into a market that is already over-
supplied? Why is it dubious to hold 
more than 5000 shares in a public 
company (Cabcharge)? 

 Misleading & 
wrong facts
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Many people in the taxi-
industry took up the offer 
to buy shares when Cab-
charge was floated. 

The Baillieu Government 
gave Professor Fels the job 
to improve the taxi service to 
the public. The not so much 
publicised recommenda-
tion of Professor Fels to 
remove the “Public Interest 
Test” from being used when 
new licences are issued is 
a very clear statement that 
the Professor is not acting in 
the Public Interest. It is a fact 
that deregulation and open 
entry has been tried at vari-
ous jurisdictions around the 
world and has always re-
sulted in higher fares and an 
inferior service to the public. 
In 2000 the national com-
petition council stated that 
no compelling argument 
could be made to justify the 
restriction of the number of 
taxis providing service to 
the public. In the following 
years these academics got 
their way and now we have 
an oversupply of licences. 
As a result the service to the 

public, the income of taxi drivers and operators, is worse 
than ever. These same economic rationalists gave us the 
GFC and they still keep repeating their mantras.

The misleading statement that licence value and lease 
payments have an impact on taxi fares can only be true 
if the lease fee is included in the taxi fare structure. This 
has never been the case till 2008. In 2008 the ESC includ-
ed a $20000.00 component into a shoddy fare structure 
model, which was based on questionable cost compo-
nents and ignored the income side completely. Therefore 
a removal of this component from a proper fare structure 
model would make certain that the public is not paying 
for the lease of a licence. The Public should never pay 
for a lease fee in the taxi fare, nor should the Government 
compete with private enterprise in leasing taxi licences, 
because the Government has not got the same input cost 
as private enterprise and acts in contradiction of Compe-
tition Policy.     

Let’s hope that the present Government does not walk 
in the footsteps of the Labor Government and that the 
commissioner of the new taxi commission is not an aca-
demic but a person that looks at commercial reality and 
does not experiment with theories.

Hans Althoff
Owner/Operator  D

reprinted from: THE AGE newspaper

15,000 active taxi drivers

23-35 million taxi trips in a year

5250 taxi licences

3550 taxi licence holders

Taxi licence price 2012 monthly average:-

$465,000 - $485,000
Who owns Victoria’s 
taxi licences?
The Gange family
Licences: 118
Also owns Silver Top Taxis, with a network of about 2000 
taxis (about 45% of network) for which they receive a 
$7000-$14000 network affiliation fee per cab.

Cabcharge
Licences: 30
Also owns 13Cabs, with a network of about 2000 taxis 
(for which they receive a $7000-$14000 network affiliation 
fee per cab.  Also charges 10% surcharge for in-cab credit 
card payments.

Granger family 
Licences: 24
Noel Granger (deceased) was chairman of Silver Top 
Taxis, 1993 - 2003.  Michael Granger is a Victorian Taxi 
Association council member.  Granger Transport owns 
5000 share in Cabcharge.

Jim Vlassopoulos
Licences: 31
Owns Ambassador Taxi Depot and Driver Training School.  
President, Taxi Industry Stakeholders Victoria.  

Murrell Enterprises
Licences:  53
Biggest licence owner/operator in Geelong taxi industry.

source: VICTORIAN TAXI DIRECTORATE AND 
VICTORIAN TAXI INDUSTRY INQUIRY FINAL REPORT D

VICTORIA’S 
INDUSTRY



MOORABBIN
2/32 Roberna Street 9532 5555

0412 077 462

•	 RWC	for	Taxi	and	VHA
•	 All	mechanical	repairs
•	 Electronic	diagnostics
•	 Air	Con	repairs	and	regas
•	 LPG	repairs,	servicing	
								and	installation
•	 Brand	new	Ford	tyres	$75	
										fitted	and	balanced 

taxi repair specialist

rpr_0312

The Famous Spiegeltent will once 
again adorn the Arts Centre Melbourne 
Forecourt with its signature mix of cir-
cus, cabaret, theatre and live music, 
with additional programs for children, 
and food and wine events.  

“The Famous Spiegeltent season 
has become a much anticipated an-
nual event in Melbourne’s performing 
arts calendar, and its mirrored interiors 
a mecca for quirky and idiosyncratic 
local and international artists.  We are 
pleased to be able to welcome it back  
to our city and offer up a fresh and 
unique program in 2013, including ac-
robatics, burlesque, jazz concerts and 
1930s glamour,” said Tim Brinkman, 
Executive Performing Arts, Arts Centre 
Melbourne.  D

Roll Up, Roll Up 
for The Famous 

Spiegeltent
 

Arts Centre Melbourne Forecourt 
Wednesday 5 February to

Sunday 21 April 2013

Turnaround Visits - 3 hour peak demand after passenger departure time
  A full load of passengers will disembark with luggage in the morning  

and a full load will embark with luggage in the afternoon.

Ship Visit Date
Passenger 
Departure 

Time

Approx. 
No. of Taxis 

Required
Dawn Princess Tuesday 05-Feb-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Carnival Spirit Saturday 16-Feb-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Dawn Princess Monday 18-Feb-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Carnival Spirit Friday 01-Mar-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Dawn Princess Sunday 03-Mar-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Carnival Spirit Thursday 14-Mar-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Dawn Princess Saturday 16-Mar-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Dawn Princess Friday 29-Mar-13 7:30am 150 - 200
Dawn Princess Tuesday 23-Apr-13 8:30am 90 - 100

Ship Visit Date
Passenger 
Departure 

Time

Approx. 
No. of Taxis 

Required
Dawn Princess Tuesday 23-Apr-13 8:00am 90 - 100

Note: Cruise ship schedule is subject to change.  For the latest information, please visit  www.portofmelbourne.com

Port of Melbourne Station Pier Cruise Season - Peak Taxi Demand
Calling All Cabs!

For more information about Port of Melbourne Corporation call 1300 857 662 and, if after hours, choose option 3, or visit www.portofmelbourne.com

Partial Turnaround Visits - 3 hour peak demand after passenger departure time 
  A significant number of passengers will disembark with luggage in the morning  

and a significant number will embark with luggage in the afternoon.

Pier Access 
� Taxis�will�be�granted�access�to�drive�on�to�Station�Pier�once�an�identification� 

check has been conducted at the front gate. 

There will be a high demand for maxi taxis and station wagons during  
disembarkation due to passengers travelling in groups and luggage size.

Port of Melbourne
Corporation
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$25,500
INJECTION LPG/PETROL 
TAXI RWC 
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Don’t buy a used

till you call 0418 362 521
FALCON
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 priced from

$23,990

cONGrATulATIONS!
TAXI TALK 2012 CHRISTMAS 
COMPETITION WINNERS ARE...

1ST -  Marvin Davis
2ND -  Sanjay Mahndran
3RD - Joshua Chen

The new exhibit takes visitors underneath one of Victoria’s bayside 
piers, where they will experience a rainbow of stunning colours and 
weird and wonderful creatures in their new, mystically-themed underwa-
ter wonderland.

The Seahorse, or Syngnathid, Family includes seadragons, pipefish, 
razorfish and, or course, seahorses and over 100 individuals now call 
Melbourne Aquarium home, including Victoria’s marine emblem, the 
beautiful Weedy seadragon.  D

NEW 
SEAHORSE 
PIER EXHIBIT
at Melbourne Aquarium

World’s Largest Collection of 
Seahorses and Seadragons
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Class
ifiedClass

ified

ADVERTISEMENTS advertise here

$25
for 30 wordsClass

ified
snowy river taxis 
orbost victoria
$330,000 - Negotiable.
2 Licences: 1 x Maxi With 
Wheelchair Access, 1 x Sedan
Grossing approx. $130,000 PA 
An excellent business in scenic 
East Gippsland, perfect for a 
working family.  Contact Jan: 
Ph: 0409 137 971 Email: 
SnowyRiverTaxis@gmail.com

bUsiness for saLe
Maxi Taxis with 
permanent runs 
on set price.  
(Mon-Fri set 
price or Weekly 
set price.)  
Permanent runs 
are in Northern 
suburbs 
and Eastern 
suburbs.  
Conventional 
taxis also on set 
price. 

SET PRICE 
MAXI 
TAXIS

Phone 9555 7777 for 
more information.VISA MIGRATION

Permanent resident
For the professional advice you 
need - contact Ray Brown, Migra-
tion Agent  today.  Reg # 0213358 
Phone: 5792 4056
Mobile: 0409 169 147
Email:  raybrown888@bigpond.com

FOR SALE
MERBEIN TAXI SERVICE 
Phone 03 5025 3133 for details or 
email john@walderrealestate.com.au

gEEloNg TAXI plATE 
foR lEASE oR SAlE
Ph 0412949974 for more details.

RoBINVAlE/EUSToN 
TAXIS FOR SALE

4 licences 1 Toyota Tarago wheelchair 
vehicle 2 Ford Wagons.  Only taxi ser-
vice for 85 kms.  Quick sale $195,000   
Phone 0427777236

WANTED....WANTED
TAXI LICENCES

FOR LEASE
We are looking for 3 taxi licences for 
lease without cars.  Guaranteed “on-
time payment every time”.  Top dollars 
will be paid.  Ahmed  0404 99 5053. MT LICENCE 

foR loNg TERM lEASE
Contact Michael on either 9464 
3361 or 9460 4650 after 1pm.  

M80 LICENCE 
FOR LEASE

With Toyota Hiace.  Phone 
0417 314 835 for details.  

CHAUffEURS / DRIVERS REQUIRED
Applicants should have the ability to;
•  communicate with people at all levels; • be punctual and reliable;
•  possess excellent customer service skills;  • have immaculate personal grooming & 
presentation standards.  
You must be fluent in English and hold a current Victorian Driver’s Licence & DC.   
Applicants with their own MH licensed vehicles will be highly considered.  Contact 
our Victorian Operations Manager, Matthew Troung 10:30am - 5pm Monday to Friday.  
Phone: 03 9338 6511  Fax: 03 9388 2511 Email:  mathewt@brunelchauffeurdrive.com.au  

 For the best tyre value in town...come to Gaffney Tyres

l Nexen l Wanli l Hi Fly  l Minerva 
l Gemstone  l  Goform l Bolex 
l Maxtrek l Rotalla  l Maxxis 

l Bridgestone  l Dunlop l Achilles

195 60R15 ..................$85
215 60R16 ..................$80
225 60R16 ................$110
225 55R17 ................$125
225 50R17 ................$125
235 45R17 ..................$95
245 45R18 ................$135
235 60R17 (4WD TAXI)  ..$165
195 R15LT ................$100

GAFFNEY WHEELS & TYRES   
116 Gaffney Street, Coburg     Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm   Sat 9am-3pm 

Taxi Brakes from  ......................$70
Wheel Alignment .......................$25
Wheel Balance Steel   ..................$5
Wheel Balance Aluminium  ........$10
Puncture Repairs .......................$15
Replace Windscreen from  ......$150

FREE
Wheel Alignment
and Balancing

Does your taxi pull to one side 
   or wander all over the road?

Free when you purchase 
and fit 4 new taxi tyres.  

Free rotation after 10,000 kms
2nd hand tyres from $40

9350 7265
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NEW TAXI 
TYRES

High mileage 
High performance

$70
TAXI SERVICE
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ADVERTISE 
IN NEXT 
MONTH’S
TAXI TALK 
MAGAZINE

Contact Toni Peters at 

Trade Promotions Pty Ltd

P  (03) 9807 0237     

E   info@taxitalk.com.au     

F  (03) 9807 3401



taxicare 
WINNERS

L  Harsh Bhasin (Queensland)  
C  Syed Imran Tirmazi (NSW) and 
R  Boris Burd (Victoria)

competition



Blue Star Taxi’s 3 
CabFare 15
Central Diffs 29
Cover Up Car Seats 11
Gaffney Wheels & Tyres 28
GLV Motors 27
Live Taxi Epay 5

Martin Meters 32
Melbourne City Toyota 23
Metropolitan Taxi Club 21
Metro Club Inc. 15
Roberna Pro Repairs 26
Road Safety Inspections 29
Schmidt Electronic Labs 7

Southern Cross Business
   Finance 10
Taxi Care Australia 1
Yarra Finance                    14

Advertisers’ DirectoryAdvertisers’ DirectoryVoice 
of the taxi industry
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TAXI

It’s been a while since our last article in Taxi Talk, but we are 
back to annoy, stir and even wind up a few players from the 
other taxi golf clubs.   So, to all clubs out there just watch out 
and be careful what you say!!! You could end up reading it in 
next month’s edition with a little bit of spin on it.

As usual Yellow Cabs Golf Club has not stop playing and 
every Tuesday is just another golfing day.  Last year we went 
on a recruitment drive and picked up another six players 
which makes the trophy season interesting and more chal-
lenging for the older Yellow players. The new players are rapt 
at the condition of the Cranbourne course.

Now for any taxi driver out there that does play golf. Here 
is your chance to help raise money for cancer research at 
Peter Mac. This year will be our third year running the Ray 
Lagan Memorial Charity Day on 19/2/13 at Cranbourne and 
so far we have raised in excess of $11,000. Come enjoy a 
game of golf, a sausage sizzle after the game and enjoy the 
company of drivers and friends who want to help find a cure 
to eliminate cancer. 

Everyone has a relative or a friend that has been struck 
down with some type of cancer at some stage in life. Some 
have survived but unfortunately we have lost family or friends. 

Let’s help make a difference  - come along and play.
As I’m writing this Robbie, on his last count, had 18 players 

to group up and today being the 1st round of Ralph Boehm 
Burglars Cup. So there should be some good sledging and 
side bets today. It’s good to see a healthy competition.

Yellows will be back in full swing chasing the Pennant this 
year. With the last season trial not really working and we are 
back to real match play. So to the other clubs watch out, we 
can expect the customary boos when we win, so Yellows will 
be hearing those boos a lot this season.     

 But on a serious note, Yellows would like to thank and con-
gratulate Gary the state skipper for 12 years and Peter the 
state secretary for for the last 6 years for running the VTGA 
with the help of the rest of the committee, of course. I know 
the amount of hours they spend pre tournament, during the 
tournament then on presentation night. Just to relax a bit then 
start organizing the next event and still do their normal job to 
boot and have a family life. Well done and now you can sit 
back and enjoy just playing taxi golf.

Until next month with some good news on what we raised 
and of course some pennant news, happy hooking.

Hacker  D

Taxi drivers fight 
against cancer

RAY LAGAN MEMORIAL CHARITY DAY

Open Invitation to the Taxi Industry and Friends

When:  19 February 2013 
Where: Cranbourne Golf Club
Time: 8am shot gun start (registration prior 7.30am)
Who: Open to all handicap & non handicap players
Cost: $50 - early booking discounts available

Plenty of prizes, a very large raffle and sausage sizzle.

Would you like to become a sponsor for this great event?
Contact Ralf  0419 892 182 or Email ralf_61@bigpond.com 

taxi golf 
update
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